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ATHENS SERVICES SURPRISES FOUR-YEAR-OLD BIRTHDAY BOY IN MONTEBELLO WITH TRUCK VISIT

Montebello, CA (July 3, 2023) – When Athens Services got word that Elijah 
Solis’ was turning four years old, the Athens team deployed a front-end 
loader (FEL) collection truck to help celebrate the special day. Elijah looks 
forward to trash day every week and jumps for joy each time he sees an 
Athens truck on his street.

“He has been obsessed with trash trucks since he was two,” said Elijah’s 
mother, Vickie Damien. “Those are just a few of the many trucks in his 
collection,” said Vickie while pointing over to the trucks scattered on her 
lawn. She went on to say that Elijah’s personal truck fleet is approaching 
20 different vehicles.

Elijah has autism and was a bit shy at first when it came to interacting with the FEL, but as he became more comfortable being up 
close to such a large vehicle, he had a blast. By the end of the day, Elijah and his friends got to touch the truck, take a seat inside 
the cab, and even honk the horn.

“We are so excited,” said Vickie. “Even though he’s a little shy, he loves garbage 
trucks, and this day means the world to him.”

For Athens, it is the small acts of kindness leading to moments of joy that make the 
biggest difference.

“We like to participate in these types of events to help make kids birthdays a 
little more special and exciting and to continue to build a strong relationship with 
our residents in the city,” said Operations Supervisor Rodolfo Baca-Lopez who 
accompanied Driver Jonathan Tavares to the celebration.

“We want to make sure our customers and residents know they can count on Athens 
to always go above and beyond,” said Rodolfo.

To read the San Gabriel Valley Tribune’s coverage on this story, click here.

Athens Services is a recycling and waste diversion leader in Southern California. Family-owned and operated since 1957, Athens 
was founded on the simple principle of providing exceptional service, by hiring and developing great people, while fostering a safe, 
healthy, and sustainable environment; that’s The Athens Way. Today, Athens Services teams up with local communities, as well as 
private institutions and government agencies, as their zero waste partner.
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